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"Books are the treasured wealth of the world and the 
fit inheritance of generations and nations." Walden 

One hundred and fifty years ago Henry David Thoreau included this 

quote in his treasured book, Walden. In July of this past summer, 

people congregated at the site of the experiment Thoreau undertook from 

July 4th  of 1845 through September of 1847 for the Thoreau Society's 

annual gathering: Walden: Of Its Time, For Our Time, A Sesquicenten-

nial Celebration. Featured as a highlight of this year's conference was 

the historic event of a dawn to dusk, cover-to-cover reading of Thoreau's 

Walden at Walden Pond, and I had the honor to be a part of it. My husband, 

Bernard Zaleha, fellow Thoreau fan and current national vice-president 

of Sierra Club, was invited to read. I was delighted to be allowed to join 

the reading as well. When asked with what affiliation I should be listed in 

the program, I proudly presented myself as a representative of the Pacific 

Northwest Library Association! Since I represented our association, I'd 

like to share my experience. 

The reading commenced bright and early at 6:00 a.m. and continued 
until shortly after 6:00 in the evening. It was a typically overcast Eastern 
day with scattered showers. A small canopy protected the podiums and 
microphones where participants read facing a larger area canopied for the 
audience who could look beyond the readers across Walden Pond itself. 
My part of the reading came around noon about halfway into Walden at 
"The Village." I began with "After hoeing, or perhaps reading and writing 
in the forenoon, I usually bathed again in the pond, swimming across one 
of its coves for a stint, and washed the dust of labor from my person, or 
smoothed out the last wrinkle which study had made, and for the afternoon 
was absolutely free," and continued through "I was even accustomed to 
make an irruption into some houses, where I was well entertained, and 
after learning the kernels and very last sieveful of news, what had sub-
sided, the prospects of war and peace, and whether the world was likely 
to hold together much longer, I was let out through the rear avenues, 
and so escaped into the woods again." My place in the program followed 
Dan Emerson, one of several descendents of Ralph Waldo participating 
in the reading, and preceded my husband, Bernie. The actual program 
can be found at www.aa.psu.edu/thoreau/readers.htm.  

Walden at Walden was not the only event to take place during this 
four-day affair. Set in the town square of Concord, Massachusetts, work-
shops were held and lectures were delivered at the Masonic Temple and 
First Parish Church, each across the street from where we stayed in the 
Old Colonial Inn, a historic hotel in the heart of this literary mecca, also 
within walking distance of the North Bridge of "shot heard round the world" 
fame, and The Old Manse, home to both Emerson and Hawthorne. Before 
leaving on our trip, a friend described Thoreau Society's annual event 
aptly when she asked, "So, is this like a Trekkie Convention for Thoreau 
fans?" Yes it was, and it was terrific! 

The convention included a hardhat tour of the renovation work in 
progress at the Concord Public Library. The care being taken to preserve 
its historic quality while wiring it for 21st  century technology was impres-
sive. At an evening's book signing and social I purchased a copy of My 
Contract with Henry, which I had the author, Robin Vaupel, autograph for 
the students at my school's library. I attended a roundtable on Walden as 
Spiritual Classic. The panel included Barry Andrews, author of the book 
Thoreau as Spiritual Guide: A Companion to Walden for Persona/ Reflec-
tion and Group Discussion. I heard Rev. Andrews speak again when he 
delivered the sermon from the pulpit of First Parish on Sunday morning. 
The highlight of the conference was the keynote address delivered by Leo 
Marx, Senior Lecturer and William R. Kenan Professor of American Cultural 
History Emeritus in the Program in Science, Technology and Society at 
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MIT and author The Machine in the Garden among many other 
publications. About Thoreau, Marx said, and I paraphrase, 
what was remarkable was not so much that he conducted his 
experiment at Walden Pond or spent a night in jail, but that 
he wrote about it. I was moved by Marx's observation and 
appreciation of the time Thoreau devoted to reflection and 
writing, without which we might never have heard that voice 
crying out in the Walden Woods. 

The Thoreau Society is continuing its efforts to ensure 
that Thoreau's voice be heard for upcoming generations. 
They are currently developing an educational DVD that will 
be offered free to schools and educational associations called 
Life Without Principle. It will introduce the writings of Henry 
David Thoreau to high school audiences through situations 
and issues that face us today. Its main emphasis will be on 
Thoreau's penetrating, provocative questions about how to 
live ethically and responsibly as a part of nature and part 
of society. A full educational curriculum will accompany 
the DVD. By this effort they are demonstrating Thoreau's  

"faith in a seed!" More information about the project can 
be found at www.aa.psu.edu/thoreau/teachl.htm,  or by 
contacting the Thoreau Society's Executive Director, Jayne.  
Gordon thoreausociety.org. 

People gathered from all over the world to honor Walden, 
Thoreau, and Transcendental thought last summer. I met 
environmentalists, scholars, teachers, writers, and fellow 
librarians (most a combination of all of the above) from across 
the country and abroad. We all share a common admiration 
for one man who continues to have a tremendous influence 
and lasting impact on social and environmental ethics in our 
world. By leaving us a "fit inheritance," Thoreau provides 
hope for "generations and nations." Being there gave me 
hope. I was honored to represent librarians from our corner 
of Turtle Island. I would encourage all of you to find out what 
The Thoreau Society has to offer and to attend their annual 
gathering sometime. In 2005 it will be on Thoreau: Nature, 
Science, and Higher Laws. U 
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